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The role of water in redistributing power and rearranging hydropolitical priorities dur-
ing international armed conflicts:

Between geopolitical requirements and legal requirements

Dr. Hakim TOUZANI

Professor of public international law and political sciences.

Faculty of Law, Economic and Social Sciences of Ait Melloul, Ibn Zohr University in
Agadir (Kingdom of Morocco)

Summary:

The requirements of this study aim to demonstrate the importance of water in determining the
compass of geopolitical control of international policies, which necessitates the need to moni-
tor the role of public international law in protecting the international water environment and
evaluate the effectiveness of its requirements. Adapting to the international destruction that
can be monitored in this article, especially in light of international armed conflicts.

Which makes the primary goal of this research to try to determine the importance of water
resources in directing global conflicts, with the aim of trying to test the credibility of the legal
rules in limiting them or at least framing their requirements. This study seeks to clarify the
influence relationships between the two main variables: water and conflict, by focusing on
exploitation and investment in integrated water management. This is done by highlighting the
role of water in directing international and regional political interactions, and how these inter-
actions can affect water sources, which requires the need to extrapolate legal rules to control
geopolitical ambitions.

In this context, the main problem will be examined to what extent is the international legal
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system sufficient to protect water resources during armed conflicts, in controlling geopolitical
interactions in the context of achieving water security?

Based on this problem, some preliminary hypotheses can be identified whose credibility we
are supposed to measure during the analysis, and they can be formulated as follows:

-Water is considered a basic unit of analysis in modern geopolitics, which clearly explains cur-
rent international interactions in the context of anticipating their future foundations.

-From a deconstructive perspective, the study links the security variable to the water variable,
as the presence and abundance of water ensures security and stability, and its absence and
scarcity threatens security at all levels.

-The study links two basic variables: needs and requirements. The more water resources
decrease, the more crises become. Therefore, it is necessary to search for appropriate solutions
and think about the future of these resources.

-The possibility of water conflicts and the intensity of tensions increases whenever the socie-
tal need for water becomes urgent and political monitoring is limited in addressing its growing

problems in light of the weakness of a clear legal framework.
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